ABSTRACT
This paper consolidates broad range of literature related to health and environmental impact of pesticide use, economics of pesticide use and farmer’s knowledge, attitude and perception regarding health risk of pesticides. The review of literature shows that due to hazardous use of pesticides, health and environmental effects are mounting. The farm workers, small and marginal farmers and women are the most often exposed owing to occupational factors and lack of awareness. The literature also shows that pesticide use cause substantial economic burden to farmers. The study highlights that to improve pesticide use practices, the policymakers must design effective and practical policies and initiate programs which deal specifically with pesticide risk, safe handling and averting behavior. From a researcher’s perspective, the paper provides opportunities for insights into pesticide associated health and environmental issues and determinants of farmer’s behavior of pesticide use.
