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Preface

Pakistan is blessed with innumerable opportunities to host variety of tourism
activities from absolute adventure to fascinating leisure, from historic mysteries of
archaeology to mystic experiences of Sufism & sacred sites, from depth of
architectural excellence to the secrets of historic monuments. We as a nation need to
recognize these opportunities and develop our capacity as individuals and collectively
as institutions to take full benefit of countless blessings of Allah (SWT).

There is a need among masses and professionals to understand the fundamentals of
Islamic teachings about tourism activities. The book specifically addresses this need;
reasonable amount of discussions to comprehend our religious positions about
tourism activities has been accommodated in the book. There are several stakeholders
of tourism industry from the tourists to the communities surrounding tourism
destinations. Capacity building of these stakeholders is indeed a key to the success of
the industry. The narrative that persists among these stakeholders is of prime
importance for every segment of tourism industry. This book facilitates all
stakeholders to strengthen their operations through appropriate narratives and
destination management. We need to focus on both formal and informal sectors
involved in the tourism industry to enhance their capabilities to contribute to the
growth of the industry.

In the formal sector our most important stakeholder is the university graduate who is
pursuing his/her degree in the discipline of hospitality and tourism. This book has
been developed with special emphasis to address the needs of university students.
They need to develop their understanding to effectively and professionally manage
stakeholders and tourism destinations in Pakistan. This book will enable them to
handle every tourist who is interested to visit Pakistan.

Information about the destinations and pertinent religions/sects/factions given in the
book will enable all relevant offices to extend required services to facilitate the most
important stakeholder of the tourism industry i.e. the tourist. Our colleagues in public
sector organizations need support from academia to develop books, modules and
brochures with relevant historic and current information to develop an appropriate
narrative for the convenience of diverse audience of the tourism industry. This
manuscript fulfils the needs of public sector involved in the promotion and
facilitation of tourism in Pakistan.
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Private sector has to develop their markets and creates demand for their businesses.
The book will facilitate the private operators of tourism to identify potential markets
around the globe. They will be able to develop different segments according to their
expertise and convenience to concentrate on particular group/religion/faction to
attract them to their preferred destinations. Guides are important component in
tourism they can leave lasting impression of the destination on tourists. The book in
your hands will facilitate tourism promoters to build capacity of their staff and
acquire appropriate knowledge about dynamics of tourism in Pakistan.

This book is aligned with the guidelines of National Curriculum Revision Committee
(NCRC) of Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC) to provide enough
support to courses, given in NCRC’s layout for tourism and hospitality programs,
such as destination management, natural resources management, sacred/religious
tourism, cultural heritage management, adventure tourism and destination
branding. Therefore the book has exceptional potential to be included in
recommended books of above mentioned modules.

I am looking forward to the valuable feedback of all booklovers to improve future
editions of the book (In Sha Allah).

Dr. Abdus Sattar Abbasi

COMSATS University Islamabad, Lahore Campus
August 14, 2020

drabdussattar@-cuilahore.edu.pk
abbasi_phd@yahoo.com
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